

Issues to work on:
· Paper appears to be missing an argumentative thesis.
· Some paragraphs are somewhat unfocused.
· The paper’s tone is very passive.

Thesis Writing

Thesis should be one or two sentences that make a claim about a topic. Should then support thesis using evidence and research throughout the rest of essay. 

How might you get more specific? What do you want to argue? For example, I might make the following statement:
“I will discuss eating meat and vegetarianism.”

This statement would make a weak thesis, since it does not contain an argument. A reader might ask, “What are you going to say about the two types of diets?” 
I might revise my statement to:
“Vegetarianism is better than eating meat.”
This statement is argumentative, but a weak thesis statement. A thesis statement should show a deeper level of thinking. A reader might have questions like “Why are you going to compare these two types of diets?” or might object to my statement. Therefore, I have to let my reader know that I understand his or her objection, but for reasons I will present, have decided that one diet is better than the other.
A third revision might be:
“Although eating animal proteins is a convenient way for many North Americans to ensure that they are getting enough nutrients, vegetarianism is better for the overall health of people and for the environment.”
The following link outlines the process of developing a thesis: http://www.edutopia.org/discussion/whats-thesis-statement 

Passive Voice
You might have some sentences that are in passive, rather than active voice. Whenever possible, using active voice is preferable because it is clearer, and therefore easier for readers to understand. To identify when you are using passive voice as opposed to active, think about where your subject is in the sentence. In active voice, the subject comes before the predicate (or verb). An example of active voice is: Many people visit the library.

In passive voice sentences, we either do not know the subject, or the subject appears after the predicate.

For example:

It was discovered that it was raining outside (by somebody).

This sentence might be confusing to readers, and appears to be concealing the subject of the sentence. Who discovered that it was raining?  A revised version in active voice might read:

Yuki discovered that it was raining outside.

Or perhaps:

The citizens of the Sahara Desert discovered that it was raining outside. 

Some ways to identify if your sentences are passive are to look at your verbs. If you have more than one verb in your sentence, how are you using them? For example, “is done” is passive, but “does” or “do” are active. The “to be” verb followed by a verb in past tense is often a signal that a sentence might be in passive voice. Also, if you have “by,” as in “by somebody,” in a sentence, how are you using it?

The sentence: “The letter was written by somebody” shows us the “to be” verb (conjugated to “was”), followed by the past participle “written,” followed by “by.” This sentence is in passive voice, but we can make it active by reversing the order of the subject (somebody) and the object (the letter). The revised version would be: “Somebody wrote the letter”

Here is some more information about passive voice: http://writingcenter.unc.edu/handouts/passive-voice/ 

I will point out some, but not all, instances of passive voice in your essay. Be sure to check for passive voice throughout your essay by using the strategies I mentioned.


Love Marriages Are Better Than Arranged Marriages
Marriage is purported to be the longest surviving institution biblically and even in the secular world. It is a human institution that is viewed from different perspectives. The drive to marry differs from an individual to the other, period to period, culture to the other and even from one social class to the other.  Although it is argued that relationships are made in heaven, marriage is lifelong and one that cannot be taken to chance. Many cultures have a tradition of arranged marriages but is it everyone that appreciates them? [Where is your thesis? If we’re trying to write an argumentative or persuasive thesis, then we’ll want our thesis to represent a firm stance on the topic. A reader should be able to see it and know right away what your opinion is, and how you’ll argue for it in your essay. If your topic is “Love-based Marriages vs. Arranged Marriages” I might expect “Love-based marriages are better/worse because...”
We will want to include the Argumentative Claim with a clear stance and all the Supporting Reasons in our thesis. 
As a made-up example: “Social Media is good for political protests because it leads to less violent behavior, because it allows for mass coordination, and because it cannot be easily censored.”]
Every marriage has a story to it, arranged marriage or love marriage. The two types of marriage are like two sides of a coin, alike yet very different. Love is a pure feeling of attraction and attachment. Just like the case in blind dates so are arranged marriages with the hope of finding a perfect match and grow in love. Debates on whether to take pleasure in either of the marriages are not about to end while both sides get their experience and testimony hence their reasons to support the system that best suits them. Choose our poison and die with it. [The previous two sentences are a bit hard to understand as a reader.] This essay explains why marrying for love is better than arranged marriages. [You will likely want to remove this purpose statement and instead add a full argumentative thesis statement in your introduction, as outlined in the criteria.]
Life is all about choices and each has a consequence. The consequences of a choice could be good or bad, but in case of regret, it is best to blame oneself.  Arranged marriages are very common in places such as Asia, Africa, the Middle East, and Latin America. Actually, in some countries like Niger and Chad, child marriages are more prevalent where marriage deals are struck even before the children get to teenage. In Syria, Jordan, and Iraq, arranged marriages are kept by traditions. To them it’s more of tradition than love, a casual yet customary practice that has been in place for centuries. The couples have to remain together not because of the bond because of the choice to stick to their customs (Sprecher, pg.170). The fear of falling short of faith is what the couples have to abide by. It is irrefutable that love is necessary for any marriage, in this case, the choice is not to love but to stay. [This is begging the question – it is not enough to claim that your position is irrefutable in an argumentative essay, you will need to thoroughly explain why.] In such an event, if things get tough the blame is often on the parents, the culture and any parties involved in the marriage. [I don’t understand what your argument in this paragraph is. Many of your points are descriptive, but don’t approach an argument as to why marriages based on love are better.]
All arranged marriages are not equal and so is the variation in liberty to make decisions.  The amount of time between the initial contacts to engagement varies from place to place. The interaction between the groom and the bride is very limited and in some areas in the Middle East, engagement even happens hours after meeting, at the command of the parents. The young individuals have no room to make decisions on their own.  They have no room to understand their compatibility with each other, they learn "on the job". Compatibility is marriage is key but in such marriages, the couples have to learn to stay together in harmony. Although in modern society where parents are more enlightened, arranged marriages could have some room for interaction but often the parents dictate when and how the young individuals interact. In love marriages, the individuals have all the time to interact and decide how well they click with one another and help each other perfect their imperfections.  Research conducted in Tokyo, Japan indicates that wives in love matches are more content in their marriages and intimate lives than their counterparts whose marriages were organized irrespective of the length of the marriage (Xiaohe, pg.711).  At least they have the time to choose a partner with more likable attributes and tolerable flaws.
Love marriages are often driven by attachment with a for better for worse notion. This is an implication that the choice of a partner has nothing to do with their social and economic status. The partners choose each other for who they are and not what they are or what they have. It is open without racial, social or religious discrimination. In many cases of arranged marriages, marrying is ripely an economy-based decision that determines the groom that a family finds for their daughter. In some cultures, a man's wealth is determined by the size of his seraglio or the number of mistresses he maintains whereas, in other cultures especially Asian and Indian, a young lady’s family is expected to pay a dowry to her suitor. These, therefore, put barriers in arranged marriages. This makes marriage seem like a mathematical problem with a formula for its solution. 
Throughout the decades women succumbed to traditions. They have often played a moderately submissive role in courtship, marriage, and even their entire lives (Regan, pg.924). In the arranged system most women end up marrying older men chosen for them by their parents. In such arrangements the lady is forced to remain in the union due to fear and for the fact that she is like a trade item that was purchased by the spouse. In today's world, love marriages work better. Women have made advancements in their careers and education and stabilized financially enough to fend for themselves. Unlike in the arranged case, she is at liberty to live if she is abused verbally or physically. In a love match, a woman is not pressed to settle for a man that does not value her happiness or its pursuit. She is at liberty to choose a man that suits her desires, one that understands her best. The man, on the other hand, doesn't have to settle for a woman that is chosen by the parents, perhaps one that they consider wifely. 
It is often argued that parents know much about their children, however, they will seldomly know the little details the child admires in a person. [Throughout your essay, there’s a lot of “it can be argued…,” or “it can be said that…” We will generally want to try to avoid using the passive voice whenever possible.] Although in both systems a lot of commitment is required to maintain the connection an issue comes in the time the couple takes to adjust and understand each other's likes and dislikes (Feeney, pg. 85). In arranged marriages, the first years are put in to understand and learn each other and in the current times, it may be impossible to spend much together which presents yet another challenge to the couple. [Why would they not be able to spend time together?] It is believed that arranged couples enjoy the thrill and pleasure of knowing each other but this is only an assumption. It may be argued that in love relationships star of the wedding and the bridegroom have already obtained along with one another for a long time and there is no more space left for the interest or perhaps curiosity of knowing more about the other person. [As a reader, I’m having a hard time understanding this sentence.] This nonetheless isn't a justification enough since marriage is not a one year or decade event but a lifetime union.
Couples in love marriages have to be independent in all aspects of their lives. In arranged marriages, parents have a greater role to play. Although research indicates that the power of elders and parents in arranged marriages is slowly crumbling, they are still key in offering support to ensure that their deal does not fall short (Regan, pg. 920). In love matches the couples have ways of settling their differences and escalation to parents or close friends only happens for highly sensitive disputes. However, the couples in arranged marriages are in close watch and are even assigned senior counselors who could be religious leaders to guide them. This reduces the sense of privacy in marriage and encourages dependability.
 The shift from arranged to love marriages has been proven healthy by research. It has particularly freed young individuals from normative family dictates and controls. Additionally, it has enabled them to choose their partners according to love and personal compatibility which should consequently lead to happier marriages. In the arranged systems, individuals have to stick to marriages even with partners that they find repulsive. For the freedom of choice, sense of responsibility, happiness, and choice without interest that comes with love marriages, it is irrefutable that they are better than arranged marriages.
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Next Steps:
· Use the resources provided above to ensure your paper is properly formatted
· Implement an assertive, argumentative thesis at the end of your introduction.
· Ensure that your paragraphs are argumentative and focused.
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